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Introduction
The units of study in this K-5 collection entitled, Living the Writerly Life, are designed to be used at the beginning of the school year. In these lessons, children are introduced to and immersed in all aspects of authorship. Correlated with the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills in English Language Arts, and the national New Standards Primary Literacy Standards, Reading and Writing Grade by Grade published by the National Center on Education and the Economy, and endorsed by NCTE and IRA, the curriculum provides a foundation for the growth and development of young authors in the Writers’ Workshop classroom setting.

Inherent in the successful implementation of the Writerly Life curriculum is the need for establishing rituals and routines that foster a learner-centered classroom and that support the development of independent readers, writers and learners. 

The sixty-minute structure of Writers’ Workshop begins with a teacher directed mini lesson, provides a block of time for students to write, to confer with peers for revising their work, and for the teacher to engage in individual or small group conferences, and then ends with a whole group sharing time. The actual mini lessons are aligned with the best research-based practices in literacy learning that include opportunities for students to make connections, either personal or to a quality piece of children’s literature, and to be actively involved. 

The CD format of Living the Writerly Life will provide an additional layer of instructional support for classroom teachers, who in collaboration with the school’s Literacy Leader, strive daily to learn and teach a coherent, standards-based literacy curriculum. The Literacy Leader and the Principal on each campus have a master copy of the K-5 Writerly Life CD. Additionally, the full K-5 writing curriculum, including Living the Writerly Life, Responses to Literature and Report of Information, may be accessed on the El Paso Collaborative for Academic Excellence’s web site at www.epcae.org 
How should this curriculum be used?

· As part of a year long planning process for implementing Writers’ Workshop across all grade levels, in all classrooms at a school

· In conjunction with the America’s Choice Mini-Lessons: Establishing the Writers Workshop and the Writing Monograph Series for Writers’ Workshop published by the National Center on Education and the Economy

· As a guide for professional decision making by classroom teachers

· In consort with the school’s Literacy Leader

· As a planning tool for grade level meetings

· As a tool to help align the instruction of writing throughout the grades
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Before implementing the Writerly Life curriculum in the classroom, it is recommended that teachers read and discuss with colleagues the Writing Monograph Series; that teachers plan and design the layout of their classrooms to support Writers’ Workshop; and that teachers gather the instructional and professional resources needed to teach the lessons, including copies of the recommended children’s literature, so that the curriculum can be smoothly implemented at the beginning of the year.
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