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My Teacher For President
Written by Kay Winters
Illustrated by Denise Brunkus
Through this book, students will:

Read and identify the character traits of a typical teacher

Compare and Contrast the teacher with the president of our nation

Be exposed to voting and the vocabulary associated with it

Make individual decisions that add up to a group decision


Become familiar with the responsibilities of the president of our nation

      Use a Question Wheel to illicit higher levels of thinking during discussion


Integrate elements of the book into the content areas


Use Thinking Maps to analyze characters and story plot
GENRE

Realistic Fiction
VOCABULARY

This vocabulary list is all inclusive.  Use it to create word lists specific to your needs and student expectations.  (ex: past tense, adjectives, science vocabulary, verbs, nouns)

	elections
	president
	attention
	sign (ing)

	emergency
	quickly
	health care
	pediatric

	habitats
	deal
	media
	listener

	believe
	
	
	


Vocabulary:

Attention  -  thought; notice

Emergency – a sudden or unforeseen situation requiring immediate 

                       attention or action

Health care – maintaining the condition of one’s body

Media – a means of mass communication, as newspapers, magazines

               or television

Country -   a nation; one’s native land; land where one was born

Peace – friendly relations with other countries or other people

Elections – the time for voting

Other vocabulary that can be introduced:
	First Lady
	Oval office

	Poll
	candidate

	ballot
	Secret Service

	
	


LITERARY   ELEMENTS

                                      Point of View: First Person
LANGUAGE ARTS

Discussion questions:

Pre-reading  

1)  Why do you think YOUR teacher should be president?

Post reading 

1) Did the boy in the story have some of the same ideas you did as to why your teacher should be president?

2) Who else do you know who would make a good president? Why?
1) Who did the boy write the letter to?

2) Why would he write the TV station?

3) Explain what you think five of the “white houses” would be used for.

4) Who follows the President/

5) Do you think one of the meetings the teacher has is more important than another?  Why do you think so?

6) What is the difference between the kinds of papers a teacher and a president would sign?

7) What type of emergency was the teacher as president responding to?

8) Which three types of health care is the teacher taking care of?

9) Where do you think your teacher would REALLY like to take a trip to?

10) What kinds of jobs is the teacher giving out in the classroom?

11) What does it mean if a company is on strike?

12) Why didn’t Oliver want his teacher to leave before the end of the school year?

Oral Language Development:  
Using the social studies activity of creating a classroom election, have students write speeches and give speeches to their classmates explaining why they would make a good president and why their classmates should vote for them.
Using the page “She believes in peace.” Have the students discuss bullying and fighting and the importance of learning how to keep and create peace.
Writing Activities:
Write a Thank you card to a teacher they have had

Journal Writing:  Students can find another person that they know who would make a good president of the United States.  “My _______ For President”  (my mom, my dad, my brother, my grandma, etc.)

Write From The Beginning:  Use the theme of Informational Writing to have students choose a president and write about him.
Write From The Beginning:  Use the theme of Expository Writing: How to Become A Good Leader
Write From The Beginning:  Use the theme of Imaginative Narrative:  “If I Were President”
Other Language Arts Activities:

· Use the Venn Diagram to describe how the teacher and the president are the same and how they are different
· Point out that even though each page only has one sentence, with the use of the illustrations the reader can learn a lot with each page

· Make words using only the letters from one word: PRESIDENT 
· Contractions – There’s, she’s, doesn’t

Thinking Maps
· Create a flow map that charts the order that different presidential duties are introduced in the story.  


· Use a bubble map to describe the traits and qualities of your teacher.  (you can also describe President Obama.)
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· Use a tree map to categorize information from the book, such as:
The President of the United States


                 looks                                          is                                               has                                        

· Use a double bubble map to compare your teacher to our president.  
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MATH

· Graph the number of different jobs a teacher/president does

· Represent , compare data using tables, tally charts, and bar graphs

· Voting and making a graph for results
· Present 4 or 5 different books that the students have heard in your Read-Alouds and hold an election to vote on the favorite book.  Present the data and outcomes using graphs ad charts

SOCIAL STUDIES
· Conduct a class election for president with students making speeches and posters.  Culminating with a secret ballot classroom election.
· Learn about the White House in Washington D.C.

· What is the Secret Service?  What are their duties?  Why are they important?

· Discuss how a bill becomes a law

· Using the illustrations, learn about:  The Great Wall of China, The Eifel Tower in France, the pyramids in Egypt

· Learn about jobs (in real life, in school) Use the illustration on “Jobs” to initiate discussion on why responsibility and leadership are important traits for holding a job.

· School House Rock Video:  “I’m Just a Bill”
Science
· Discuss why Earth Day is important to every living thing
· Importance of planting trees and how trees help our society

· Habitats – Use the appropriate illustration in the book to discuss habitats

· Take a walk outside and observe our own habitat
Health
· Students can discuss Health Care and the importance of cleanliness and health prevention
· Discuss what kinds of healthy foods help people stay healthy

· Discuss how exercising and rest help people stay healthy

· Compare a person that exercises all the time with one that doesn’t
· Invite your school nurse to come talk to the students about health care
FINE ARTS

· Students make their own campaign posters for a classroom election or for a person they wrote about in My _____ For President
· Have students bring cut-outs from newspapers and magazines of the president and create a class collage
Other Related Books:

Grace for President by Kelly DiPucchio

If I Ran for President by Catherine Stier

Duck for President by Doreen Cronin

Arthur Meets the President by Marc Brown
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