November Book of the Month

Pumpkin Circle
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By George Levenson
Genre:  Informative

Vocabulary:

     Orange, smooth, ridges, green, stem, humps, cycle,
Language Arts:
     Make a pumpkin shaped book to record the pumpkin cycle or what they learned about 

     pumpkins.

     Create a pumpkin recipe book or a how to book to create a pumpkin food (you can make a  

      big book too).
     Create pumpkins with different faces and have them write about when they felt that way.  

     Discuss emotions/feelings for the different faces.

     Have students complete the sentence:  A pumpkin is round as a _____.  (ball, donut, pizza, 

     etc.) or, A pumpkin is as orange as a _____.  

     Make an accordian-fold sequence story to show the cycle of a pumpkin.

     Make puppets to recreate a pumpkin story.
Math:  
    Buy a pumpkin and do the following:
     Measure the circumference of a real pumpkin.
     Count the seeds (by ones, fives and tens).

     Weigh the pumpkin.

     Make a math board game.  Students have to answer a pumpkin fact right to advance.
     Sequence the cycle of a pumpkin.
Social Studies: What is the difference between pumpkins and Jack o Lanterns.
 look up who was the first to discover pumpkins.
Science:

    Will pumpkins float?  Make a yes-no pumpkin graph to record their predictions.

     Experiment:  Buy several different sized pumpkins and test to see if they float or not.

     Have students use their senses to describe what a real pumpkin feels and looks like from the

      inside and out ( use a magnifying glass for inspection).
     Discuss the size of pumpkins (small, medium, large).

     Grow a pumpkin seed plant in a Ziploc bag using 3-4 seeds.
Health: what vitamins to pumpkins have and how does our body benefit from eating pumpkins?
Fine Arts:

    Make pumpkins (sponge paint or do a paper tear) and create a pumpkin patch outside your   

     classroom (you can use purple yarn to simulate the fiber and real seeds to show the inside of 
     the pumpkin).  Also, paint small paper brown bags and stuff them to create pumpkins.
     Make a pumpkin dish (cookies, pumpkin seeds, pie, bread, milkshakes, muffins or soup).

Create a 3D pumpkin with the cycle of the pumpkin in on it.
Other books:  

    Big Pumpkin by Erica Silverman
     The Biggest Pumpkin Ever by Steven Kroll
     Five Little Pumpkins by Van Rynbach
     The Pumpkin Patch by Elizabeth King

     Pumpkin Pumpkin by Jeanne Titherington

     Jeb Scarecrow’s Pumpkin Patch by Jana Dillon

     It’s Pumpkin Time by Zoe Hall

     The Little Lady Who Was Not Afraid Of Anything by Linda Williams

