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Silver Packages

Written by Cynthia Rylant

Paintings by Chris K. Soentpiet

Through this book, students will:


Identify the theme of: needs vs. wants


Integrate elements of the book into the content areas


Use imagination to comprehend the feelings and emotions of the characters

 
Use Thinking Maps to analyze characters and story plot

VOCABULARY

	Appalachian Mountains
	sleigh
	particular
	Rich (multi-meaning)

	determined
	debt
	sparkling
	caboose

	package
	tracts
	platform
	mittens


Vocabulary supporting the study of word endings: ed, ing, ly

	Toss(ed)
	Slump(ed)
	Nurse(d)
	Scare(d)

	Weep/wept
	Disappear(ing)
	Awful(ly)
	Ach)(ing (multi-meaning)


MoreVocabulary
Choose five or six words from the story that your student may not know.   Have him write the words and their meaning on strips (perhaps 2 inches by 6 inches) of brown construction paper.  Make two long strips of aluminum foil or light gray construction paper (perhaps 2 inches by 18 inches, longer if you use more words).  Arrange the silver strips vertically and parallel to one another about 3 inches apart.  Attach the brown word strips horizontally across the two silver strips to make a railroad track of words.  (Idea adapted from The Mailbox)

LITERARY   ELEMENTS

· Teach the theme of: needs vs. wants

· Conduct an author study using other Cynthia Rylant books

· Use your Question Wheel to illicit higher levels of thinking during discussion

· Analyze the use of different fonts within the book

· Similes: the man on the train was like Santa

                    The cold wind cutting sharp as a blade

LANGUAGE ARTS

Comprehension Questions:  
Someone helps the man-but won’t accept his money?  Why do you think they wouldn’t take the money?  Would you have accepted the money? Why or Why not? 

Why does Frankie cry when he opens his gift?
 
Look at Frankie and his family, Do you think Frankie is rich or poor?  Does he have everything he needs? (Notice the ornaments on the tree-where do you think they came from?)
 
How does the gift he receives from the train each year help him?
 
Do you think they had a lot of gifts or a few?  Why?
 
Do you think you will receive more gifts this Christmas than Frankie did at Christmas? 
 
How would you feel if you didn’t get what you wanted, but got what you needed instead?  How would you act?
 
Does Frankie ever get his wish?  Discuss & explain.
 
Who is the grown man at the end of the story?  
 
What did he become when he grew up? 
 
Do you think Frankie would have become a doctor if his desire for a doctor kit had been fulfilled?
 
Why does he come back to the mountains?  Discuss the “debt”.

What does the silver package really represent?

Did the child at the end get what he wanted?  Did Frankie’s dream come true?  

What is your gift in the silver package?
 Memory/Recall
Yearly Frankie waits for the train: See how much your students can remember.
Recall the items that Frankie received each year?  What does he receive the first year?  Second year?  How does he feel?  How does he respond?   
Have your students recall past Christmas gifts.
 

Writing Activity
Have your student write to the Kingsport Chamber of Commerce to request information about the Santa Train.   
   Kingsport Area Chamber of Commerce 
   ATTN:  Santa Train 
   151 East Main Street 
   Kingsport TN   37660 

Giving Opportunity: Let your students be the "rich man."  Help your students to choose a gift (must be new) to send to the above address.  Perhaps a doctor's kit?  This gift will be handed out to a child on the  next run of the "Santa Train." 

 Needs Vs. Wants
Make two lists:  
1. Needs
2. Wants 
Draw, write or cut out pictures and paste them under the appropriate headings 
Listing items in the story that Frankie received and/or items you may want vs. what you may need.

Before finishing the story, have students discuss possible ways in which Frankie might still receive his doctor’s kit.

Thinking Maps

· Create a flow map that charts the sequence of events in the story.  





· Use a bubble map to describe the silver packages in the story:








· Use a tree map to do WFTB writing

Silver Packages



                   came from                             looked                                   contained                                       

· Use a double-bubble or venn diagram to compare the rich man in the story to Santa Claus.












MATH

· Have students create Christmas paper chains that are done in patterns.  These paper chains can then be added to the class Christmas tree or to the school Christmas trees.

· Measurement: allow the students to measure the length of the paper chains

· Graphing: have students predict what they think will be in Frankie’s silver packages and create a class graph of the different items they think Frankie might receive
· Use a variety of Christmas ornaments or Snowflake designs to study geometrical and symmetrical designs. (see attached Snowflake file)
· Count any number of things in the book on the pages. (children standing by train, toys, packages, etc.)  Group and count people or things.  
The "Santa Train" has been making it's annual run since 1943.   How many years will it have run this Christmas?

Each year it runs from Pikeville, Kentucky to Kingsport, Tennessee and takes 15 tons of of gifts, candy, and toys and distributes them to children along a 110-mile trip through Tennessee, Virginia, and Kentucky.  How many tons in a pound?  Discuss how many gifts this must be.
SCIENCE CONCEPTS:

Snow = states of matter (3rd grade) also water cycle: why snow and not rain?

             Solid – ice – snow

             Liquid – water

             Gas – H2O – vapor

Snowflakes = see attached Snowflake file

Changes in weather and the seasons (2nd grade) How does the Earth’s rotation around the sun affect weather and the seasons

Trees:  Deciduous (broad leaf)

            Conifers (evergreens)

            Color changes of leaves

Trains: systems

            Gears, simple machines (Exploratorium)

Fireplaces:  heat, steam, wood, fire

Steam Engines
During the 19th century, nearly all trains were powered by steam locomotives.  A steam engine requires that water be boiled (often by heating it with coal or wood) to produce steam.  The steam is then used to power the train, to make it go.  It was the job of the fireman to keep the fire burning.  Today's firemen put out fires, but the firemen of the past, on the steam locomotives, had to keep the fire burning at just the right heat by shoveling coal or wood into the firebox. 
           Steam engines were noisy and produced a thick black smoke.  You may wish to discuss pollution. One reason steam locomotives are rarely used now, is because they started powering them with diesel, which is cleaner (less polluting). 
Coal and Coal Mining 
Many steam engines used coal to heat the water to make steam. 
Coal is formed from dead plants that have been compacted and changed over time into sedimentary rock.  The types of coal are: 

   Lignite--a soft coal, contains the least amount of carbon. 
   Sub-bitmuminous--a medium-soft coal 
   Bituminous--a medium-hard coal with high heat value. 
   Anthracite--a hard coal, contains the highest amount of carbon.  It 
   
burns slowly and is the best kind of coal for heating homes.

SOCIAL STUDIES
· Use a circle map before the book to find out what the students know about the Appalacian Mountains:

In the inner circle write the words “Appalacian Mountains”.  In the outer circle have the students tell things they know about this mountain range.  In the box have them tell you where they learned these things about the Appalacians.

           (example: t.v., books,)


Fine Arts

Other Related Books:

Some Appalachian Mountain Information
North American Mountains extending in a broad belt c. 1,600 miles SW from Canada to the United States (with most of the range located in the U.S.).  The highest point is Mt. Mitchell in North Carolina's Black Mountains (it's peak is 6,684 ft.).  This eastern North American mountain system extends in a broad belt c.1,600 mi (2,570 km) SW from the Gaspé Peninsula in  Canada, to the  coastal plain in Alabama, USA.  Mt. Mitchell at 6,684 ft in North Carolina's Black Mts. is the highest peak.   The Appalachian Mountains can be found in New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Maryland, West Virginia, Virginia, Kentucky, Tennessee, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi.

Occupations
What do doctors do? Why do you think Frankie became a doctor?
How does a person become a doctor?  
What are other occupations/careers that can help people?  
What do you want to be when you grow up?  Why?  Do you think you will need to study hard and go to college, etc. Is this occupation something that can help to serve others?
Other Social Studies Ideas

· Christmas Around The World

· Christmas Traditions

· Coal Mining: occupation, villages, locations 

· Transportation:  trains, cars, sleighs

· Compare & contrast (using the double bubble) the Appalachian Mountains and the Franklin Mountains

· Discuss the concepts of poverty and wealth

Art 
Pretend You live where the train comes every year. What do you wish for?
Draw a picture of it, Cut out a piece of aluminum foil and glue the top of the foil over the picture and decorate the foil to look like a package. (Lift to see your picture.)
Craft Idea
Hand make ornaments for your tree-similar to those in the book.  You could also decorate your Christmas tree by wrapping small silver packages to hang.. 
 

Other Related Books:

The Year of the Perfect Christmas Tree: An Appalachian Story by Gloria Houston

Christmas In The Country by Cynthia Rylant

Night In The Country by Cynthia Rylant

When I Was Young In The Mountains by Cynthia Rylant

The Memory String by Eve Bunting

Snowflake Bentley by Jacqueline Briggs Martin

Coat Of Many Colors by Dolly Parton (music & lyrics also a great teaching tool)
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