February Book of the Month


John, Paul, George & Ben
Written by Lane Smith
Through this book, students will:


Gain a beginning understanding of our Founding Fathers

Discuss and understand important historical events

Recognize the traits of historical figures

Integrate elements of the book into the content areas

 
Use Thinking Maps to relate to parts of the story
VOCABULARY

	liberties
	penmanship
	*bold 
	confidence

	refreshing
	belfry tower
	honest
	hatchet

	clever
	yap
	independent
	neoclassical

	pursue
	revolution
	redcoats
	minutemen

	Revolutionary War
	treasonous
	quipped
	assuredly

	autograph
	lad
	chorale
	interpose

	*toil
	breeches
	fumed
	appreciate

	orchard
	generosity
	“ye”
	epilogue

	olde
	poultry
	noisy
	talent


*multiple meanings
LITERARY   ELEMENTS

Genre: Nonfiction: Informational Biography
WEBSITE:

http://bensguide.gpo.gov
MATH
· Create timelines
· Tools for construction
· Lanterns: “2 if by sea”
· Size comparisons
LANGUAGE ARTS

Who are the Beatles? What is the “play on names”?:

· Use 4 circle maps before the book to find out what the students know about the characters in the book:  In the inner circle write the founding father’s name.  In the outer circle have the students tell things they know about him. In the box have them tell you where they learned these things about them. (example: t.v., books)


· Create a flow map that charts the sequence of events as the story progresses.  



· Use a bubble map to describe each founding father.







· K-1:  Use a tree map to do WFTB writing
· 2-3:  WFTB Chronological Narrative

Benjamin Franklin


                   was                                         had                                             liked
· Use a double-bubble or Venn diagram to compare 2 of the founding fathers.











· Introduce the bold print that implies yelling.
· Punctuation Mini-Lessons:  dash/, hyphen-, exclamation mark!, elipses…

· Onamonapia: bings & bongs
· Compare/Contrast: graphic organizer provided in hardcopy

· Language Mini-Lesson: Past tense verbs
Fumed, invented, discovered, pursued, asked, answered, joined, chopped, filled, cried (irregular), leveled, considered

· Synonyms: big, large, extra, great
· Idioms: “Put your John Hancock right here.”
(make your own idioms and illustrate them)

· Homophones: write/right

· Contractions:  c’mon, don’t, you’ve, aren’t, 

· Traits & talents(adjectives):  honest, bold, noisy, clever, independent

· Create your own true/false statements

· Compound Words:  bullhorn, underwear, townsfolk, chalkboard, 
                                      birdhouses, himself, minutemen
SCIENCE
· Sound is caused by vibrations (bells)
· Types of wood:  balsa wood
· Traits: tree rings

· The Liberty Tree

· Deductive Thinking: Be a detective:  Who’s signature is this?

SOCIAL STUDIES

· Discuss the differences in living in early America and now
· The Revolutionary War:  Boston, Old North Church, Redcoats, Sons of Liberty, Daughters of the Revolution

· Review the Declaration of Independence and it’s purpose

· Paul Revere’s Ride:  Read the poem: The Midnight Ride of Paul Revere by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

· George Washington’s presidency
Fine Arts

Students can make colonial Tri-Corner hats (use pattern provided in hardcopy)
The Ben Franklin Song (to the tune of Yankee Doodle & provided in hard copy)

Create songs for the other characters in the book
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