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2. Return to the pumpkin site several times. During
each visit, make as many observations as
possible and record the changes on new copies of
the observation sheet. If appropriate, continue to
use photographs as a means to record the
decomposition process. Ask the students to think
of three words that describe the whole pumpkin
and three words that describe the carved
pumpkin. When they return to the room, invite the
class to share the describing words and record

. these words on the board. Urge students to use
.these words in their description of the pumpkins.

3. Continue to observe the changes and record as
frequently as you wish.

4. When bringing the activity to a close, have the
students go back and read their observations and
look at their sketches. Tell them to make a
summary statement of the changes (or lack of
changes) in both pumpkins. :

5, Give each student a chance to read their summary

. statement to the class and then discuss how their
statements were alike and different.

Discussion

Part 1: Literature :

1. Why did the mouse choose the jack-o’-lantern for
a house? |

2. What is happening to the jack-o'-lantern?

3. What do you think will happen to the jack-o’-lantern
after the end of the story?

4. Would the same changes take place in an

. uncarved pumpkin? How would changes be

the same? ... different?

Part 2: Activity

1. What kinds of changes do you notice during the
first visit? ... second visit? ... third visit?

2. Which part of the pumpkin changed first? Why?

3. What is causing these changes?

4. How long do you think it will take for the carved
pumpkin to decompose completely? ... the whole
pumpkin?

CYCLES OF KNOWING AND GROWING
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5. What happens to the parts of the decomposed
pumpkin?
. 6. What do you think sped up the decomposition of
the pumpkin?
7. Describe other things that you have seen change
like the carved pumpkin.

Extensions

1. Bring several apples to school. Cut one into
sections and leave the other intact. Observe the
changes. A

2. Leave an intact pumpkin in the classroom.
Observe changes.

3. If photographs. were taken, pin them up on a
bulletin board. Invite students to sequence them
through the decomposition process.-Have them
write captions for the photographs.

Literature 7

King Elizabeth. The Pumpkin Patch. Dutton’s
Children’s Books. New York. 1990.

Miller, Edna. Mouskin’s Golden House. Simon and
Schuster. New York. 1964,

Ring, Elizabeth.What Rot! Nature’s Mighty
Recycler. The Millbrook Press. Brookfield, CT. 1996.

Rockwell, Anne, Apples and Pumpkins. Macmillan
Publishing Co. New York. 1989.

Titherington, Jeanne, Pumpkin, Pumpkin.
Scholastic, Inc. New York. 1986.

Home Link

Suggest to students that they find a place in their
yard for their own carved pumpkin and observe
changes.
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