Third Grade

Informational Text Writing
Background Information:  The unit of study is designed to engage 3rd grade students in informational text writing that results in a descriptive, illustrated report based on personal topic selection and mini-research.

The study is more effective when the following assumptions are true.

Assumptions:
• Students can read the material (appropriate level text).

• Students have experience in Memoir writing.

• Students have experience in Narrative writing.

• Students have written personal connections to text.

• Students have had opportunities to reflect on their writing. 

• Students have been exposed to Informational text.

• Students have published and celebrated in other genres.

Teaching Objectives:
Students will demonstrate that they can write well about a topic they have recently learned, or a topic they already know. They will provide evidence of the following:

· Have an interesting beginning that sets the context for a topic.

· Have organizational structure that has a clear focus throughout the piece of writing.

· Will include details and explanations that will help the reader understand  the ideas clearly.

· Communicate big ideas, insights, theories that have been elaborated on or illustrated through facts, details, quotations, statistics and information.

· Uses diagrams, charts or illustrations which are appropriate and that support the text. 

· Employ a straight forward tone of voice.

· Have a conclusion or ending section that is logical.

· Have a glossary of related terms.

Third Grade

Informational Text Writing
Week one: Introduction
1. Immersion in the genre

2. Choosing a topic 

3. Organizing Structure 

4. Resources 

5. Note taking

Week two: Research
1. Engaging the Reader

2. Logical flow of ideas

3. Paragraphing

Week three: Structure
1. Closure

2. Detailed Drawings

3. Captions

4. Rubric (2 days)

Week four: Publishing
1. Extraneous information (revision)

2. Editing

3. Glossary 

4. Publishing

5. Celebration
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