January Book of the Month


                                   Salt in His Shoes
Written by Deloris Jordan & Roslyn M. Jordan
Illustrated by Kadir Nelson
Through this book, students will:


Understand the theme: Believe in yourself, try hard, never give up


Discuss and understand superstitions


Recognize the true traits of a hero

Learn that perseverance and determination help one to achieve their goals
Integrate elements of the book into the content areas


Use imagination to comprehend the feelings and emotions of the character

 
Use Thinking Maps to relate to parts of the story
VOCABULARY

	apologize
	patience
	confidence
	stern

	especially
	budge
	sprinkled
	faith

	huddle
	practice
	determination
	direction

	dashed
	spun
	arced
	opponent

	disappointed
	believing
	hoping
	pursuit


LITERARY   ELEMENTS

Genres: nonfiction/bibliography
Point of View:  mom’s point of view differs from dad’s point of view in the story
MATH

· Measurement:  Students can measure their feet.
· Measurement:  Students can measure themselves with a growth chart.
· Measurement:  circumference of the basketball

· Graphing: Graph their shoe sizes.
· Graphing:  Which is your favorite NBA team?

· Measurement:  How high can you jump?

· Measurement:  Measure a basketball court.
LANGUAGE ARTS

· Use a circle map before the book to find out what the students know about basketball:  In the inner circle write the word “basketball”.  In the outer circle have the students tell things they know about a sport. In the box have them tell you where they learned these things about them. (example: t.v., books, p.e. coach)



· Create a flow map that charts the sequence of events Michael goes through as his story progresses.  




· Use a bubble map to describe the Michael Jordan.







· K-1:  Use a tree map to do WFTB writing

· 2-3:  Use WFTB Chronological Narrative to write about Michael Jordan’s story

Michael Jordan


                   is                                            has                                             likes

· Use a double-bubble or Venn diagram to compare Michael Jordan to yourself











· teach antonyms: tallest-shortest
· teach figurative language:  “it flew into the hands of a player”
· using context clues:  write the following words on index cards:  disappointed, apologized, believing, hoping, confident, determined, patience.  Explain to the students that these are some very important words in the story and that they will be using context clues to figure them out.  Have the students stop your reading when they hear one of these words.  Guide the students to try to figure out what the word means by how it is used in the text.

· teach degrees:  tall-taller-tallest   short-shorter-shortest
· discuss superstitions:  what other superstitions do you know of?
· After the reading:  Do you think putting salt in his shoes really made him taller and therefore a better basketball player?  What really made him a better player?

· Writing:  Have students write about something they wish to accomplish, followed by a list of things they need to do in order to reach this goal.  

· Discussion:  Michael Jordan is a hero to many people.  Who is one of your heroes?  What does this person do that makes him a hero?  Is Michael Jordan a good role model?

· Writing:  Which member of your family helps you to feel confident?  Write a thank you letter to this person for helping you be the best that you can be.

· Compare & Contrast:  have students compare Michael Jordon to another sports figure who is a bad role model (ex.  “Michael Vick” who was involved in the dog fighting ring)  You can Google Michael Vick and find several newspaper articles that will give you information to use as a basis for comparing & contrasting.
SCIENCE
· force:  push & pull
· experiment:  how air pressure affects the height of a basketball’s bounce
SOCIAL STUDIES

*integrate this book into activities related to Black History Month
Physical Education

Conduct a Pee-Wee Basketball Tournament
Fine Arts

Show the students some sports trading cards.  Have the students create a trading card for Michael Jordon, another athlete that they are fond of, an older sibling who plays sports, or of themselves.
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