March Book of the Month
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Armadillo Rodeo
Written & Illustrated by Jan Brett
Through this book, students will:


Activate prior knowledge of West Texas animal life, ranch life, and rodeos


Analyze illustrations and integrate their meaning into the reading


Apply thinking skills to their reading, writing, listening & speaking


Gain a beginning understanding of personification

Discuss and understand important elements of a story

Recognize and compare the traits of living and non-living things

Integrate elements of the book into the content areas

 
Use Thinking Maps to relate to parts of the story
VOCABULARY

	whoop
	howdy
	chaps
	spurs

	trundled
	saddle
	stitching
	fiddle

	barn
	bandana
	wandering
	curious

	brand
	scuff
	holler
	distracted

	acquainted
	prancing
	tumbled
	perky

	twitched
	buck
	arena
	peer

	nibble
	amble
	doused
	frisky

	commotion
	pinch
	sniff
	leather

	hay chute
	
	
	


Hyphenated Words
	Pointy-toed
	High-heeled
	Chili-pepper
	Rip-roaring

	Rootin’-tootin’
	Two-step
	Heel-stomp
	High-kick

	Blue-checked
	Bar-b-que
	Hand-tooled
	


Compound Words
	cutwork
	windmill
	hayloft
	leatherwork

	tenderfoot
	zigzag
	washtub
	


LITERARY   ELEMENTS

Genre: Fiction: Adventure, Humor
WEBSITE:

www.janbrett.com
www.barbwiremuseum.com
General Activities
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Research armadillos
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Write a story about the border pictures where the mother armadillo is looking for Bo.
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Learn about rodeos.
MATH
· Measurement using “hands high” (height of a horse)

Measuring-Up Activity on Jan Brett website
(also on hard copy given to team leader)
LANGUAGE ARTS
· Use a circle map before reading the book to find out what the students know about the armadillos:  In the inner circle write “armadillo”.  In the outer circle have the students tell things they know about them. In the box have them tell you where they learned these things about them. (example: t.v., books)



· Create a flow map that charts the sequence of events as the story progresses.  



Or plot the sequence.
Use butter tub lids or circles of cardboard, glue lightweight cord or rope, like a lariat, around the circles and write or draw pictures or sentences about the story.
Glue to a strip of cardboard made to look like wood.
Put the lids in sequential order.
· Use a bubble map to describe Bo the Armadillo.







· K-1:  Use a tree map to do WFTB writing
· 2-3:  WFTB Chronological Narrative

Bo


                   was                                         had                                             liked
· Use a double-bubble or Venn diagram to compare the armadillo and the boot.











· Fact vs. fiction
· Personification:  an animal or thing given human characteristics
· Story with a moral (fables)
· Compare/Contrast: Bo the Armadillo to the boot
· Language Mini-Lesson: Compound Words or hyphenated words
· Synonyms: wandering, prancing, ambled, trundled
· Making predictions (as you read the story)

· Compare this book with “Armadillo Sky”
· Study the illustrative borders (how they continue the story and introduce the next action)

· Using Texas slang: maw, ya’ll, hollerin’, pardner, howdy, chow
· Create your own true/false statements
· Students can create their own situation with characters of their own who confuse one object for something else.  Students can put it in picture form and then write a paragraph to describe the character’s confusion and why they mistook the real object for what the character thought it was. 
·  Conversation Questions:
1) Name the animal our book was about.

(Answer) Armadillos.

(Follow Up)   Explain what area of the US you would find these animals.

2) Imagine you are Bo; don’t you think it’s funny that your friend won’t speak?

(Answer)  Any logical answer.

(Follow Up) Recall a time some one wouldn’t speak to you.

3)  Pretend you are Bo’s mother; how would you punish him?

(Answer) Any logical answer.

(Follow Up) Share a time you had to be reprimanded.

4) Relate Bo’s confusion when he mistook something for what it wasn’t.
(Answer)  Any logical answer.

(Follow Up)   Share a time when you mistook something for what it wasn’t.
5) Explain what a “commotion” is.

(Answer) A lot of disruptive noise.

(Follow Up)  Use commotion in a sentence.

6) Name the ranch Bo followed the red armadillo to.

(Answer)  Curly H Ranch.

(Follow Up) Guess what the “H” stood for.

7) Recite what Bo said after Spotlight bucked him off.

(Answer) “Hey, pardner!  You’re my kind of friend!”

(Follow Up)  Explain why horses buck.
                  8)    Recall what Bo’s friend was eating under the table.


(Answer) A jalapeno pepper.



(Follow Up) Name some one you know that likes jalapeno peppers.

                  9) 
State what Bo was doing when Ma Armadillo heard him.



(Answer) Bo had been dancing, then he got kicked into the hayloft.



(Follow Up) Do you like to dance? What’s your favorite dance?
                 10)
Tell what Bo’s red friend actually was.

(Answer)  A red cowboy boot, belonging to Harmony Jean.



(Follow Up)  Share what color boots you would like to have.
SCIENCE
· Make a list of all the animals in the book
· Sort all the animals by characteristics and traits
· Learn about the armadillo: eyesight, protective shell, diggers, snout

· Discuss house construction (wood, mud, chinking)
· Campfire

· Habitats (the desert)
· The food chain

· Botany: trees & flowers

SOCIAL STUDIES

· Western culture and traditions
· Geography of Texas and  the Southwest
· Tools and Strategies to use when lost
· Texas State: flower, bird, tree, animal, etc.
· The role of a rodeo clown
· The History of Cattle Brands, Collage of Brands, and Typical Brand Designs from barbwiremuseum.com  (Students can create their own brands)

Physical Education

· Activities for a Stick Horse Rodeo

· Line dancing for kids  and learning the two-step
Fine Arts
· Incorporate fiddle music into your activities

· Armadillo Rodeo coloring page from Jan Brett’s website
· Draw an Armadillo from Jan Brett’s website

· Make a paper plate armadillo from Jan Brett’s website

· Make a milk carton armadillo from Jan Brett’s website:

[image: image5.png]



Make armadillos out of milk cartons.
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 Take a 1 pint milk or cream carton and cover the sides and top with brown paper (a grocery bag would work well).

 [image: image7.png]


 Cut holes in the sides to make feet and use the top of the carton for the armadillo's face. Add a rolled up paper tail, and a paper nose and ears. You can draw the bands and pebbly texture with a marker.
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