May Book of the Month


Miss Spider’s Tea Party
Written & Illustrated by David Kirk
Through this book, students will:


Recognize the rhyme and pattern of writing in this book

Recognize main characters, setting, and plot


Analyze the elements of fiction in the story


Gain an understanding of personification


Extend the unit to a study of insects and arachnids


Analyze the themes of friendship and community


Apply counting and charting skills to the story


Analyze illustrations and integrate their meaning into the reading


Apply thinking skills to their reading, writing, listening & speaking

Integrate elements of the book into the content areas

 
Use Thinking Maps to relate to parts of the story
VOCABULARY

	Sip
	descending
	Hostess
	Violets

	Gaze
	Nook
	Mortal
	spun

	Sigh
	Gloomy
	Dread
	Silken

	Beetle
	Platoon
	dabbed
	crept

	Timid
	Concealed
	Perched
	Bouquet

	Shriek
	Service
	Sob
	atop

	Dash
	Gleam
	Fragile
	fireflies

	Trio
	Sash
	Cloak
	

	reputation
	Jagged
	assemble
	


LITERARY   ELEMENTS

Genre: Fiction: Fantasy
WEBSITEs:
Miss Spider at Scholastic.com

The World of David Kirk
General Activities
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Research insects & arachnids
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Participate in the school-wide Mother’s Day Tea Party
MATH
· Add the number of insects mentioned throughout the story
· Create math problems using “how many more” and “how many in all”

· Math vocabulary: trio

· Chart how many of each bug was in the story using a pictograph

· Figure out how many “legs” were in the story

· Symmetry: using the butterflies/moths and other characters in the story
· Estimating:  water droplets: how many fit on the face of a penny

· Estimating:  fill a jar with plastic insects or gummy bugs and have students estimate how many are in the jar

LANGUAGE ARTS
· Use a circle map before reading the book to find out what the students know about spiders:  In the inner circle write “spiders”.  In the outer circle have the students tell things they know about them. In the box have them tell you where they learned these things about them. (example: t.v., books)



· Create a flow map that charts the sequence of events as the story progresses.  



· Use a bubble map to describe Miss Spider.






· WFTB Imaginative Narrative
· Use a double-bubble or Venn diagram to compare Miss Spider to a real spider.











· Fact vs. fiction:  introduce a couple of books about spiders and discuss if they are fictional or non-fictional and why
· Personification:  an animal or thing given human characteristics
· Compare/Contrast: Miss Spider to a real spider
· Language Mini-Lesson: quotation marks
· Synonyms: for different feelings
· Making predictions (as you read the story)
· Study the illustrations using descriptive language
· Study the rhyming patterns in the book
· Write our own poems using personified insects as the characters

· Writing: create an invitation to a tea party

· Writing: create a number book using ideas from the story

· Writing: write a story about what you do with your friends or about friendship

· Journal write about friendship topics all week
Have students come up with other inventive ways to help Miss Spider seem less dangerous and gain the trust of the other bugs.  Have student groups discuss pros and cons of these other ideas.
SCIENCE
· Make a list of all the insects in the book
· Study arachnids and how spiders are not insects
· Compare how insects and arachnids are alike and different
· Analyze water droplets under a magnifying glass
· How many water droplets will the face of a penny hold?

· Habitats & adaptations
· Food webs and food chains
SOCIAL STUDIES

· Accepting the differences in others
· Don’t judge others
· Friendship
· Community
· Manners
· Make rosehip tea using dried hips from rose bushes by washing and making sure there are not bugs, boiling them in water.  Be sure to strain the water before drinking it.  You can add any sweetener you want.

Fine Arts
· Introduce a clip from “Charlotte’s Web where she makes her web

· Draw a spider and list the things you have learned about spiders

· Make spiders using foam balls, pipe cleaners and markers
· Sing Along: Movement Songs:

	I'm a Little Teapot"
I'm a little teapot, short and stout;
Here is my handle, and here is my spout.
When I get all steamed up, then I shout;
Tip me over and pour me out!

	"The Itsy Bitsy Spider"
The itsy, bitsy spider went up the water spout.
Down came the rain and washed the spider out.
Out came the sun and dried up all the rain,
And the itsy, bitsy spider went up the spout again. 


Other Miss Spider Books:

Little Miss Spider by David Kirk

Miss Spider: The Counting Book by David Kirk

Miss Spider’s ABC by David Kirk

Miss Spider’s New Car by David Kirk

Miss Spider’s Wedding by David Kirk

Little Miss Spider at Sunny Patch School by David Kirk

Other Related Books:

Itsy Bitsy Spider by Iza Trapini
Be Nice to Spiders by Margaret Graham

Spiders by Gail Gibbons

Anansi the Spider by Gerald McDermott

The Very Busy Spider by Eric Carle

The Magic School Buss Spins a Web 
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