October Book of the Month


The Quilt Maker’s Gift
Written by Jeff Brumbeau
Illustrated by Gail de Marcken
www.quiltmakersgift.com
Through this book, students will:


Understand the importance of service to others

Identify the character concepts of sharing, giving and receiving

Integrate elements of the book into the content areas


Use imagination to comprehend the feelings and emotions of the characters

 
Use Thinking Maps to analyze characters and story plot

Vocabulary:
	Quilt
	Quiltmaker 
	Castle
	Shimmered*

	Misty
	Demanded**
	Palace
	Glittered*

	Abundant
	Roared**
	Frowning
	Glowed*

	Shoulders
	Merely
	Eventually
	Whimsical*

	Wander**
	Seize**
	Velvet
	Practical*

	Cobblestone
	Refused**
	Parade
	Mysterious*

	Chill
	Shawl
	Fetched**
	Magical*

	Shivering**
	Wailed**
	Waltzing**
	Marvelous*

	Tuck**
	Grateful
	Cried**
	Angry*

	Steaming
	Swooped**
	Promised**
	Mighty*

	Greedy
	Alone
	Windowsill
	Grouchy*

	Receive
	Moaned**
	Trading**
	Wonderful*

	Celebrate
	Sighed**
	Weary
	Thunderous*

	Stashed**
	Muttered**
	Perched**
	Stamped**

	Rushed**
	Replied**
	accept
	northernmost

	King
	soldiers
	island
	promise

	bewitched
	fierce
	rickety
	rundown

	tatters
	Cartwheeled**
	Fluttered**
	Downhearted*


*Adjectives                          **Verbs
LANGUAGE ARTS
Writing

Write From The Beginning:  Use the theme of Personal Narrative for students to write about a time that they truly gave from their hearts and the giving was worth more than the receiving.
Write From The Beginning:  Explain how to make a quilt.

Fairy Tale beginning: “There was once…”
Journal Writing: Do you have a quilt or know anyone who has a quilt.  Write about it.

More Journal Ideas:  traditions, family treasures, handing down family heirlooms

Phrases to discuss

“There was magic in her fingers.”

“I may look poor…I’m the richest man I know.”

“guilty conscience”

Language: 
*Good references to adjectives and compound words
Thinking Maps

· Create a Circle Map to illicit information about what the students know about quilts and where they have acquired their knowledge.
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· Create a flow map that charts the sequence of events in the story.  
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· Use a bubble map to describe the main characters in the story.  Xerox a picture of the King and the Quiltmaker and place their faces in the middle of a  bubble map.

· Use a bubble map to describe the King’s good and bad qualities.
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· Use a double-bubble or venn diagram to compare and contrast the personalities of  the King to the Lady Quiltmaker.
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Character Analysis:

*Discuss what kind of a person the King was at the beginning of the story and how his character changed as the story progressed. 

*Why was the king unhappy at the beginning of the story?  

*Why did the Quiltmaker give to the poor rather than sell to the rich?  What does this say about her character?

Critical Thinking

*Have students analyze the quilt squares on the first page of the book.  Have them try to decide why each quilt square was given the name that it has underneath.
*Visit the Quilt Gallery on the Quiltmaker’s Gift website: Read the titles of the various quilt patterns and discuss how the names of the quilt patterns identify the actual patterns you see on the quilt squares.
*Can your students create a new quilt pattern and give it a name that identifies what the pattern symbolizes?

Math

· Create patterns using pattern blocks
· Broken Star: Place value quilt block (attached)

· Geometric shapes and Patterns

· Symmetry

· Tesselations
Science

*Identify & discuss the seasons represented in the story
*Use thinking maps to brainstorom where we find each color throughout our seasons(foods/weather)on the Earth and what does it mean to us.

*Primary/Secondary Colors

*Deciduous & Conifer

*Pine Needles: take a nature walk out front

*States of Matter(H2O: snow, steam)

*study and learn about the bear & hibernation

*study and learn about the sparrow

*Time of Day: the position of the sun in the sky

*Butterflies

*Hummingbirds

*Clouds

*Spiderwebs

*Migration: the geese

*How insulation helps things stay warm

*Landforms: ocean, mountains, island

*Natural Resources

*have students locate the living/nonliving things in the story
Social Studies
*Discuss the concept of giving (homeless/poor)  

*Connect this discussion to the Student Council Thanksgiving collection for young parents and babies in need.
Fine Arts 
*Create weaved quilt squares using a construction paper with slits cut into it and strips of colored construction paper that the students weave in and out through the slits to create a weaved pattern.  Connect the weaved squares together to create a quilt.
* www.color-wheel-pro.com/color-meaning.html
Study the meaning of the different colors and the type of feelings that each color evokes. This activity would be a good introduction to the science color activity above. 

*Use quilt patterns to make a classroom quilt out of paper.
PE
*Head, Shoulders, Knees, & Toes
*the Waltz

*marbles

 

Other Activities: 
*Display: an array of quilts for students to see and study  
*Look into: Project Linus: giving blankets to the sick.  Have Project Linus send a representative to our campus to talk to our students.
*Using quilt pattern squares, have students work with the alphabet, numbers, colors etc.  (On one part of a quilt pattern square have the students draw an “A” then on the other parts of the quilt square they would draw things that begin with “A”.  Or they could color one of the quilt square parts “red” and on the other parts of the square they would draw things that are red.  There are many possibilities to this type of activity.

*Another website: www.blockcentral.com/1000pyramids.shtml
Other Related Books:

King Midas: The Golden Touch by Demi

Miss Hunnicutt’s Hat by Jeff Brumbeau

The Quiltmaker’s Journey by Jeff Brumbeau



























