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Melanie Chrismer’s website is a great resource which includes a study guide:   melaniechrismer.com
A tall tale is a folk story that has larger-than-life people, places, or things.  People in this myth can be real or made-up.  You can spot a tall tale by the clear “stretching of the facts” you find in the story.

Vocabulary:

	scruffy
	critter
	steed
	nag
	stallion

	throughbred
	corral
	nuzzled
	Clove-hit
	Knot

	surrey
	dawg
	marmalade
	warned
	Cackle

	lariat
	ingredients
	pen
	territory
	Ransom

	clanged
	secured
	hogtied
	fringe
	Tampered

	snickered
	grits
	Barbed wire
	hitching
	pioneer

	cowpokes
	dangerous
	chili
	curtsied
	bandanna


Compound Words:

	outhouse
	overpowered
	gentlemen
	horsenapping
	Tumbleweeds

	hogtied
	broncobuster
	afternoon
	mealtime
	Womenfolk

	cookbook
	cookoff
	rattlesnake
	southwestern
	overdue


     
READING/LANGUAGE ARTS:


Introduce the book using a circle map and eliciting schema to create background information for the story. 


As you read the story, predict who will win each event in the story and have students try to justify their predictions.


Discuss the story using higher level questioning.  


What is meant by “That’s fur enough.”


Create a chart.  On the top of the chart have these headings: plants, animals, climate, features, attire. Have the students list anything they find in the story that may fit under these different categories. 


Use different desert animals in your Write From The Beginning writing lessons.


Thinking Maps:  Using a flow map, create the logical sequence for the events of the story.


Summarize the story using the Pyramid Graphic Organizer.


Thinking Maps: Use the Double Bubble to compare Phoebe to the Tumbleweed Gang


Do a lesson on how to write an invitation.


Writing: decipher the code on the note illustrated in the story (compare it to text messaging)


Use the chili recipe to work on sequencing.  Have students create their own chili recipes.


Discuss Character Change:  How did the Tumbleweed Gang change from the beginning to the end of the story?

MATH:


Use barrel racing activity to work on all the probable ways to run the 1-2-3 barrels.


Measurement:  Introduce the use of standard and nontraditional forms of measuring.  


Geometry: Use the book to identify and work with the shapes/designs found in the illustrations.  Also incorporate the use of geometry to create quilts.  

SCIENCE:  


Reptile traits, cactus traits, prickly pears, care of animals, mountains, biomes and habitats


Have students identify characteristics of the desert region and compare them to other regions in North America.


Have students chose a desert animal.  They will research their animal present their information to the class. 

SOCIAL STUDIES:


Texas Map skills:



North, South, East, West

locations:Terlingua, El Paso, Marathon, Big Springs


More Texas activities included in hardcopy of unit

Inquiry - Give students a set of pictures that clearly show characteristics that make up a desert region. Have the students identify these characteristics and try to figure out what this region is. As a whole class, discuss the characteristics each one found and together decide on the  region these pictures could represent.

SOCIAL SKILLS:  


Great for discussing and working on manners (burping & spitting & drooling) and bullying

SONG:  Tumbling Tumbleweeds by the Sons of the Pioneers

P.E:


Great for introducing line dancing and/or square dancing


Classroom rodeos can be conducted using stick horses or horses made

          from cardboard boxes.  Rodeo activities can include:



roping                hogtying              calf-tying

                    bronco riding     barrel racing        horse racing



Grand Champion

FINE ARTS:


Classroom Chili Activity


“Horse” hats (design found on hard copy of unit)


make horses out of boxes 

OTHER RELATED BOOKS:


My Home in the Mountains 


Cactifacts


Phoebe Clappsaddle For Sheriff 


Phoebe Clappsaddle Has A Tumbleweed Christmas 


The Three Little Javalinas 


Cactus Hotel 

