September Book of the Month


Grace for President

Written by Jenny 

Illustrated by

Through this book, students will:


Understand the Upcoming Presidential Election


Identify the objectives of  elections, electoral colleges, the election process


Integrate elements of the book into the content areas


Use imagination to comprehend the feelings and emotions of the characters

 
Use Thinking Maps to analyze characters and story plot

Vocabulary:
	President
	States
	Slogan
	Speeches

	Election
	Electoral votes
	Issues
	Rallies

	Democracy
	Electoral college
	Constituents
	Committee

	Candidate
	Campaign
	polls
	podium

	Representative
	Star-spangled
	announcement
	nominated

	Campaign promises
	calculated
	scoreboard
	invited

	*stewed
	fact
	snickering
	*Run 

	champion
	experiments
	captain
	corresponding

	except
	assigned
	altogether
	promises

	posters
	buttons
	voters
	recess

	meanwhile
	cleverly
	slightly
	organized

	volunteered
	beautification
	hosted
	assembly

	cast
	podium
	unaccounted
	grinned

	equality
	gymnasium
	erupted
	cheers

	stunned
	presentations
	glanced
	


*double-meaning words

LANGUAGE ARTS
Writing

Write From The Beginning:  Use the theme of Personal Narrative for students to write:

*If I were President, I would…

Write From The Beginning:  Identify transitional words and phrases


Well,


In fact,


Finally,

Write From the Beginning: Time Intervals as transitional phrases


The next day,


During lunch,


After School,


At recess,


In early November,


The following week,


This time,

Essay Writing: Students can compose a brief essay telling what they would do to solve problems in the U.S. if they were president. (key words: essay, president, election)

Persuasive Writing:  Come up with persuasive slogans and write a persuasive speech “If I Were President” 

What are your future dreams?  Write about what you would like to be when you grow up.
Journal Writing: 

Why I would like to be President of the United States


Why I would not like to be President of the United States

Create a slogan: for yourself if you were running for President.  Then make a campaign poster with your slogan and your picture on the poster.

Phrases to discuss

“I’m afraid not”

“Star-spangled idea”

“made good on her promises”

Thinking Maps

· Create a Circle Map to illicit information and find out what your students know about the election process in our country
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· Create a flow map that charts the sequence of events in the story.  
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· Use a bubble map to describe the main character in the story.  Xerox a picture of Grace and place her face in the middle of the bubble map.

· Use a bubble map to describe good and bad qualities of a candidate
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· Use a double-bubble or venn diagram to compare Grace’ and Thomas’ pre-election activities.
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Character Analysis:

Day 1: Brainstorm qualities the students would look for in a president.  List ideas on the  board.

Day 2: Have the class vote for the top 8 qualities for a good president

Day 3: Split the class into groups of four.  Each group will rank the 8 qualities in order of importance.  (all group members must agree on their answers)  Students will then hole punch the cards and tie the 8 cards together in their order and hang them from a hangar

Day 4: As a class, compare group outcomes

Questions for discussion:


Were there any common traits?


What seemed to be the most important qualities and why?


What were the least important qualities and why?

Extension:  Apply these character traits to the current 2 candidates for president.  Students can create speeches and campaign posters using these traits.  

Critical Thinking

*Analyze the front of the book where Grace’s picture is framed and is placed among the pictures of other U.S. Presidents

*Analyze the back of the book where Grace’s face is added to the picture of Mt. Rushmore.

Math

*Electoral Votes:  Do math activities by adding up electoral votes.

*How many electoral votes does Texas have? 

*When we have our mock election, each student represents an electoral college assign a certain number to a student (based on their age) and calculate the total electoral votes that can be received based on the election process. (May need to revise this activity ()

*Graphing:  students can graph the presidents’ ages at inauguration

*Graphing: students can graph their class votes for the Presidential Election and analyze their data
*Poll the students to see who will be voting for Obama or McCain and graph your class results
*Have students identify presidents on coins and dollar bills
Social Studies

*KWL Chart – Have students discuss what they already know about the Roles of a President.

*Discuss a President’s Role

*The school was named for Woodrow Wilson:  Who was he?  Who was our school named for?  And who is he?

*Discuss some of the campaign issues in the current election

*Have a Mock Classroom Election (This will be good to do for student council elections)

*Make a list of improvements that could be made to FME that a candidate can use to influence others

*Learn about the 50 states and the District of Columbia (and their abbreviations)

*Have students research a state and teach the class about that state. (Capital, State Bird, State Flower, etc.)

*Critical Thinking:  discuss the different slogans of different states and why those slogans were chosen.

* Introduce the Electoral System.  Students can locate the 50 states on a map and put in the number of electoral votes that each state has.

*Assign each student a state and have them track the electoral votes for that state during the ’08 Presidential Election.

*Have the class choose 2 people best suited to run for a position in the FMe Student Council.

*Find out from Mrs. Gallo when our Student Council Elections will be held.

*Learn about the 3 Branches of Government

*Discuss & Explain: The Balance Scales stand for equal rights/equality.

*Back cover: Learn about Mt. Rushmore.

Fine Arts  

Find songs about the presidents

Song: Fifty Nifty United States

PE
*Teach students about good sportsmanship

*Soccer
 

Other Activities

A set of teaching puzzles and activities will be duplicated and placed in the box of your Grade Level Chairperson.  If you are interested in seeing these activities please get them from your chairperson.

Other Related Books:


Video Book Readalong at: http://kids.aol.com/kol-jr/stories/arthur/arthur-meets-the-president

If I Ran for President by Catherine Stier

America Votes: How Our President Is Elected by Linda Granfield



























