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       By: Stuart J. Murphy  and Illustrated by Mike Reed

Vocabulary:
steep		medals		awards		     folks		entrance	sweating
bragged	megaphone	pumped	     coasted 	habitat		banged
athletic field	panting		announcement	     path		annual		lick
bend

Math Vocabulary:
Kilometer		perimeter	odometer	distance

Phrases to discuss:
around the bend	 	first stretch		on your mark		way to go
coasted down the hill		he pumped hard

Language Arts:
-ed word ending
Past tense
Contractions
List other words from the book that mean “Said”
Ex.  Panted, added, shouted, bragged
Using the book,  point out the difference on the italicized words and the quotation marks.
Discuss the use of punctuation: question marks, exclamation point, quotation marks, etc.

Writing:
Journal entry:  write about a time that you felt like giving up but didn’t.  What or who encouraged you to continue.

		Create a bubble map of Mike’s Characteristics.


					Create a double bubble to show how Mike’s character changed.
How did he feel at the beginning of the book and at the end of the book.



Beginning   	Same	      End




Cause and Effect:  What happened when:
Mike tripped on the rock.
When he realized he was last.

As you read the story, create stopping points so that students can infer what will happen next.
Ex.  Stop on page 22 – what could happen when he hits the rock. 

Text to text comparison:  compare the book to the book “Little Engine that could.”

Social Studies:
Bike safety
Draw or create a map:  ex. Bike route, zoo, farm, home to school. 

Math: 
A list of activities are included on the back of the book, also includes a web site that can be used. 
Find perimeter using various shapes.  
 
Science:
Simple machines:  wheel and axle, gears
What are they?   What do they look like?  What do they do?
Megaphone- Sound 
Zoo – habitats of animals
Force , pull and push, pedals 
Current Exploratorium activities with ramps.
Amplicups
This is a variation on an AIMS experiment.

This experiment is intended to help students see that the shape of an object can affect the sound it produces for example the megaphone in this month’s book.
Students will use rubberbands and cups.

Stretch the rubberbands between your fingers and listen to the sound it produces when you pluck it.
Now, stretch the rubberband across the mouth of the cup. Pluck the rubberband now. 
Was there a change in how loud the sound was that came from the rubberband?
Why or why not?
Try the experiment with a larger cup.

Think about the megaphones that cheerleaders use. Will a megaphone help them to be heard over large distances?

Try the experiment with a megaphone that you make from construction paper or cardstock, etc. Does the megaphone help make things louder?
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