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   The Great Kapok Tree: 
A Tale of the Amazon Rain Forest
By Lynne Cherry
Vocabulary:
lulled

slithered

gash


ancestors

pollinate

troupe

scampered

smoldered

dappled

amidst

hissed

depend

rare


wondrous

canopy

withered
howling

oxygen


generation

plodding

hesitated

Writing:

Write about and describe the four different levels of the rainforest and about the animals in
 each level.  emergent, canopy, understory, floor
Students can write about the various types of animals and can pick one to research, and report 
about to the class.

Discuss with students about the use of past tense in the book: suspended, depended, murmured, 
appeared, whispered, padded, stopped, walked.

Discuss with student the use of punctuation, exclamation point. 

Use a multi flow Map for Cause and effect:   
Tree Map for each level of rain forest:
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Canopy
Understory    floor
Write a personal narrative paper: If I was an animal of the rain forest I would . . .

Double bubble to compare humans and animals of the rain forest.

Create your own ending:  What would happen if he did cut the tree down.

Make a list of words that mean the same as “said,”  see if they are used in the book.

Ex.  Hissed, murmured, piped 

Social Studies:
Use a world map and locate the rainforests.

List the things that can be done to save/protect the rainforests.

Name the different levels of the Rainforest and identify the different animals that live in each level.

Science:
Identify the food chain that can be found in the rainforest.  

Discuss the Life cycle of the animals found in the rainforest.

Discuss ways that the animals camouflage themselves in the rainforest.

Math: 

Count the animals on each page of the book.

Compare the animals by size.

Make a variety of vines using butcher paper and have students measure the lengths and put them in order.

Look for patterns that can be found on the pages of the book.
Look for items in the book that have symmetry.  Ex. Butterfly, leaves

Art:
Have students create a picture of the rain forest, whether it is a collage, diorama, or picture. 
