
Responding to Literature

Grade 3

Writing a Narrative Summary

Week 1 – Lesson 4

Mini Lesson Goal: 

Students will write a summary of a narrative literature book of their choice. The summary will state the title, author, big ideas and important details of the story.
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Materials Needed:

· Two Bad Ants by Chris Van Allsburg

· Book blurb synopsis of your choice

Before the Lesson:

Read aloud the book Two Bad Ants by Chris Van Allsburg to the class. Prepare a chart or transparency of the book blurb for Two Bad Ants.
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Connection:

Revisit with the class attribute chart. 

Teach:

Tell students that yesterday they saw the difference between retelling and summarizing. Review both meanings. Stress the importance of not retelling the story and focusing on the big idea and the important details. Today they will have an opportunity to create another summary of a book of their choice or continue to work on yesterday’s summary. All the attributes in the A Good Response to Literature chart must be included in their summary.

Active Involvement:

Using the chart A good Response to Literature, students will share with think, pair and share why the book blurb Two Bad Ants is a good example of a good summary. 

Link:

Students choose a favorite narrative book of their choice to summarize or continue on yesterday’s summary in their notebooks. 

Closure:

Select some of the students to share their summaries with the class. Use the chart. 
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