Response to Literature Writing Genre

Introduction

   “Annis Nin once wrote, “We write to taste life twice.” So it is with response to literature. We partake of the pleasures of a good book once again when we revisit the text in conversation with friends or as we find new mediums(music, art, drama, and the like(to represent our experience with the book. Indeed, not only do we “taste” the book twice, but our initial experience is deepened, expanded, and refined as we return to the text(perhaps again and again(and push our understanding in new ways each time. It is this deepening and stretching of reading that characterizes both reader response and the passionate reader. It’s one we want our students to relish as well.”
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The units of study in this K-5 collection entitled, Response to Literature, are designed to be used as a follow-up to the Writerly Life curriculum and other writing genre studies such as Informational Text writing genre, narrative or memoir. In the Response to Literature lessons, students revisit pieces of literature to explore deeper understandings and meanings and to write about those explorations in multifaceted ways.

Correlated with the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills in English Language Arts, and the national New Standards Primary Literacy Standards, Reading and Writing Grade by Grade published by the National Center on Education and the Economy, and endorsed by NCTE and IRA, these units of study provide an extension to the foundation built with the Writerly Life curriculum for the growth and development of young authors in the Writer’s Workshop classroom.

The four to five week studies in Response to Literature are designed around the use of Touchstone Texts that elicit text to self, text to text, and text to world connections for readers and writers. Through retellings, comparisons across texts, written summaries, dramatization, making various kinds of judgments and interpretations, identifying themes in literature and book reviews, students will engage in oral and written discourse that reflects a high level of literary understanding.

The CD format of the Response to Literature writing genre study will provide an additional layer of instructional support for classroom teachers, who in collaboration with the school’s Literacy Leader, strive daily to learn and teach a coherent, standards-based literacy curriculum. The Literacy Leader and the Principal on each campus have a master copy of the Response to Literature writing genre CD. Additionally, the full K-5 writing curriculum(Writerly Life and Informational Text(may be accessed on the El Paso Collaborative for Academic Excellence’s web site at www.epcae.org.

How should this curriculum be used?

· As part of a year long planning process for implementing Writer’s Workshop across all grade levels, in all classrooms at a school

· In conjunction with the America’s Choice Mini-Lessons: Establishing the Writer’s Workshop and the Writing Monograph Series for Writer’s Workshop published by the National Center on Education and the Economy

· As a guide for professional decision making by classroom teachers

· In consort with the school’s Literacy Leader

· As a planning tool for grade level meetings

· As a tool to help align the instruction of writing throughout the grades
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